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Dos Passos, John. The Grand Design. 
Mifflin. Jan. 1949. $3.50. 


The New Deal reforms the pre-World War period 


seen from the point view the agrarian policy 
(whose failure incidentally, the book does not make 
clear), the “bridge ships,” Harbor and 
the question the allocation War aid Russia; this 


the meat The Grand Design. The story con- 
with the patience and the artistry spider- 
web. Millard Carroll quits fifteen thousand dollar job 
the middle the recession take eight thousand 
dollar job with the government because thinks can 
the agrarian policy the new administration. 
Paul Graves comes from the South help Millard 
with the research. Both are under the influential Walker 
Watson, organizer and technical expert; two political 
babes the arms politician. Later, they are joined 
principle Herbert Spotswood, aging but promi- 
nent news commentator the Capitol. 


These are the guy-ropes the web. Linking and inter- 
them are their wives; host less prominent 
the political world and their women; Paul 
Grave’s Secretary and Research Assistant, Georgia Wash- 
burn, whom calls Facts and Figures; Joe Yerkes, party- 
man satellite party boss Dr. Jane Sparling. Yerkes, 
who threw Georgia over after she had conceived child 
him, now wants get Georgia back into the party 
because the importance her position. Through the 
medium their actions the Washington world and the 
world outside Washington, the country, problems, desires, 
and despair are clearly brought light. Here 
Dos Passos the artist stands forth brilliantly his uncanny 
delineate many individuals many levels 
and, without once saying so, demonstrate their 


organic relationship the structure society whole. 
With him, the over-all reference that matters more 
than the limited individual. And yet, paradox, the 
individual character the utmost importance The 
Grand Design. 


Watson, who would Vice-President, told the 
White House withdraw. Later gets more import- 
ant job the disposal War aid the Allies. When 
Watson will not insist distribution with the condition 
that the four freedoms observed, Millard resigns his 
post. Paul Graves, who had seduced Georgia field 
trip, abandons her Yerkes and Dr. Sparling. When 
his usefulness Washington ends, tells his wife 
wants join the Navy. Herbert Spotswood, teased 
the sophisticated Jean Darwin and lonesome for company 
his latter years, finally gets straightened out the 
hands former French lady-friend, the Baroness Jean- 
nette Von Hildesheim. The Grand Design vivid 
picture confusion highlighted the conflict indi- 
vidual judgment and martyrdom within the disparate 
sons the group. 


Comrades still cherishing the hope that Dos Passos might 
fashion his protests into plea for Marxist materialism 
will find The Grand Design, the final rejection their 
hypocrisy. Those who gobbled U.S.A. greedily 
history the defeat the American Masses crushed 
beneath the heel “Capitalistic and Imperialistic forces,” 
will gnash their teeth fury this history the victory 
the new concept Social Democracy. The dark lie 
Communist unconcern for the workers whom it’ pro- 
fesses champion stands mercilessly revealed in. the 
contradictory switches party aims and objectives, the 
scornful use made half-baked intellectuals, but especial- 
the portrayal agents committed the holy cause 
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man common but who are such rotters their 
dealings with individual men. Typical Dos Passos’ 
sober irony Comrade Dr. Sparling forking lobster into 
her mouth and saying, “Capitalism can’t even stage 
decent party any more When decay sets one 
place goes through the entire bloodstream like strep- 
tococcic infection.” 


The Grand Design, had been written John Gun- 
ther, would have been called Inside the New Deal. Be- 
ginning with Roosevelt’s inauguration and carrying 
through the moment before the President’s death, this 
novel paints Dos Passos’ pitiless—and inimitable—portrait 
the intervening years. matured Dos Passos 
writing his best. The kaleidoscope Manhattan 
Transfer has been dropped; the sometimes confusing tech- 
niques the “Camera Eye” and the “Newsreel” U.S.A. 
have been blended together and skilfully integrated with 
the main body the narrative; there focus and 
proportion the architectonics, the fact-and-fiction, 
person-to-society relationships that burns through the lens 
Washington like hot lance sun over the whole 
United States. The unrelieved bitterness has been sweet- 
ened with the promise hope. the realism has 
shifted its emphasis from the exclusively sordid con- 
centrate the manifold facets character—although 
three four brief passages must still condemned 
objectionable. The uncompromising realism the dia- 
logue is, itself, masterpiece cumulative effect. 


Strictly for adults. sine qua non for the professionally 
interested literature. 


Victor Yanitelli, S.J., 
West Baden College, 
West Baden, Indiana 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB— 
JANUARY CO-SELECTION 


(With Gilbreth and Carey Cheaper the Dozen) 


Gipson, Fred. Hound-dog Man. Jan. 
1949. 247p. $2.50. 


Cotton Kinney lived Northern Texas and above all 
things wanted hound-dog his very own, dog that 
would accept and return boy’s love. Cotton wanted 
prowl the woods, know the secrets the wild things, 
spend his life hunting and fishing, foot-loose and fancy- 
free. But Cotton’s mother was bound that should 
respectable; son hers would coon-hunting 
woods-runner. Blackie Scantling was Cotton’s hero— 
Blackie who footed through wash and ridge with his 
coon hounds and with one say him nay; Blackie 
who took his pleasures where found them and carried 
responsibility. assuage Cotton’s disappointment 
not receiving hound for Christmas his parents per- 
mitted him and his chum Spud coon-hunting for 
several days with Blackie, the shiftless. 


Harper. 


Forth they fared happy and carefree life and the first 
days justified all Cotton’s longings and desires. But then 
Blackie tossed his eye girl and then arose dispute 
with Hog Waller whose range-fattening pigs might die 
Blackie’s traps. Cotton found his long-desired hound-dog 
pup who belonged Fiddling Tom Waller; Dave Wilson 
broke leg while breaking bronc. These were the ele- 
ments leading climax. Cotton raced town for 
old Doc Cole set Dave’s leg. Neighbors gathered from 
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twenty miles around and when the leg was set 
Wilson engineered party and dance, regular old 
down, well lubricated with corn likker. Bereft 
who would have nothing save marriage, Blackie 
Hog Waller’s latest female import. The enraged Walle 
pulls gun Blackie but Dony lies (claiming that 
was the girl with whom Blackie visited the corn crib) 
save his Waller placated and Dony gets 
Blackie and under her own conditions. Naturally the 
black hound-dog pup goes Cotton whose heart’s desir: 
gained but whose hero lost the toils 
relations. But Cotton has learned that even man cap. 
not romp and prowl for lifetime; has learned 
there comes “growing-up time” 
must shouldered. 

There touch poignancy and pathos about Hound. 
dog Man, wistful remembrance things past and 
long since stifled boyhood desires. There 
traces Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings and Mark Twain, 
the cover blurb claims, but the book far inferior 
either Finn and Sawyer The Yearling. Begin 
does boyhood’s level but the ending adult. 
and language, customs and characters are those the 
Kentucky and Tennessee mountaineer. The incidents 
the hunt are done excellently and the book quite read. 
able for bit. But the main plot and the morality the 
characters render fit only for adult consumption. 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB— 
JANUARY CO-SELECTION 


(With Gipson’s Hound-dog Man) 


Gilbreth, Frank B., Jr., and Ernestine Gilbreth Carey, 
Cheaper the Dozen. Crowell. Jan. 1949, 
237p. $3.00. 


Frank Gilbreth (Dad) was time study engineer, 
novator scientific factory management, short, one 
the first efficiency experts. Mother was 
with advanced degrees, writer and lecturer. Children 
came “cheaper the dozen” and six boys and six girls 
crowded their Montclair, New Jersey home early the 
present century. Twelve children were quite handful 
but then Dad was quite handful himself and did his 
best run the family according the results his own 
time and motion studies; progress and achievement charts 
studded the bathroom walls, duties were carefully laid 
out, family affairs were decided common council and 
Dad kept whistle blow general assembly, the speed 
assemblage which was timed with stop watch. And 
Dad and Mother were proud their twelve; they flaunted 
them every opportunity and woe the unwary 
who expressed surprise—he was buried community 
guffaws confused community badinage. 


Needless say the career such family was scarcely line’s 
and judiciously collected series incidents forms 
the meat the present book. Home life, school, 
tions, “Foolish Carriage,” the family Pierce-Arrow, friends, 
squabbles and host other details are retailed with 
ebullient gusto and with tinge pride belonging 
such unusual family. The book genuinely funny After 
and there wealth worthwhile wit though some ment 
two vulgarities, occasional bit profanity and several far 
false ideas render the book suitable only for adult and and 
mature high school readers but may recommended 
for amusing and entertaining reading. confr 
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LITERARY GUILD—FEBRUARY SELECTION 


Roche. Mazo. Mary Wakefield. 
Brown. Jan. 1949. 337p. $3.00. 


Mary Wakefield Miss Roche takes the reader 
Jalna the and relates how another member 
was added the clan that resplendently secure haven 
for innumerable Whiteoaks. She tells herein how Mary 
Wakefield, the English governess, became Mrs. Philip 
Whiteoak, step-mother Meg and Renny, and nominal 
mistress Jalna spite of—or perhaps, more accurately, 
the opposition, unconscious contrived, 
her future relatives, their neighbors, and rivals for Philip’s 
attentions. 


lacking the accepted physical attributes governess 
and possessing single reference Mary nevertheless en- 
Ernest Whiteoak teacher his younger 
motherless children. Keyed higher tempo 
living London, Mary, given frills and furbelows, 
cigarettes and even rouged lips, greeted 
arrival with jealous animosity Mrs. Nettleship, the 
housekeeper Jalna, teasing tolerance the children, 
and friendly gratitude Philip’s part. orphan, 
penniless, and strange land Mary proves equal the 
and abandons herself enjoy its benefits—in 
Philip’s companionship. 


But enjoyment abruptly curtailed with the arrival from 
England Adeline, dowager mistress Jalna, accom- 
panied Nicholas, Ernest, Augusta and the latter’s hus- 
Sir Edwin Buckley. Though displeased Ernest’s 
choice governess, Adeline decides that they shall all 
“be nice” Mary. Fear that Philip will marry her deter- 
mines Adeline manoeuvre his attention away from 


Mary. party, described perhaps the most highly 
entertaining chapter many Jalna book, she directs his 
notice the wealthy Muriel Craig, while she takes par- 
ticular care see that Mary supplied with other part- 


ners, including Clive Busby. But she does not bargain 
for the scene that follows departure the guests when, 
accompanied Lily Pink the piano, herself torn with 
lve for Philip, her youngest son and Mary dance 
neither had danced throughout the evening. Outraged, 
Adeline demands her dismissal, but Philip refuses give 
the order. always, one member’s dilemma becomes 
matter for family conclave, but Philip remains adamant, 
though seemingly avoids Mary 
Muriel, finds his time, outside farm duties, account- 
for; and Clive, smitten Mary’s charms, offers mar- 
Circumstances fanned gossip continue separ- 
ate the two until the chasm apparently too wide span 
any means and Mary accepts Clive’s proposal 
escape from intolerable situation. Ade- 
delight when informed this only surpassed 
her suspicion that the same knowledge possessed Philip 
would have catastrophic results. She enjoins Mary 
and, taking Philip with her, departs visit Clive’s 
aunt, living nearby. Unsuspecting, Mary agrees remain 

After Adeline’s dramatic announcement the engage- 
ment she returns Jalna week later enrages Philip 
and seeks Mary out once. Spied Noah Binns, 
afarm hand Jalna, they talk the apple house, 
and seeing him, Philip and Mary are prepared for more 
gossip. When comes post haste Adeline’s ears she 
Mary her room putting the lie that she 
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Philip’s mistress into the confused girl’s mouth. Mary’s 
secret departure after this victory over the astonished 
Adeline followed her plans journey Montreal 
being frustrated, her rescue the designing Muriel, her 
discovery the unfortunate Clive, and the end the 
search for Philip goes her Clive’s information. 
When the marriage banns are announced before un- 
prepared Adeline, she flounces out the church but, like 
wise, old warrior, she makes about face, accepts the 
situation and retains the centre the stage. 


Mary Wakefield links The Building Jalna and Young 
Renny. simply another the episodes that were 
leave their mark the lives the Whiteoaks. The situ- 
ation itself commonplace enough; its 
unaided outright action, results from system cross- 
checking incidents, one upon the other, and advances 
satisfactorily, terminate proper fashion. Miss 
Roche’s characterizations, highly individualized they 
are, are masterpieces the comic, serio-comic, malicious, 
tragic, mediocre personalities within the Jalna orbit. 
With probable hindsight the author’s part, prophetic 
commentary the economic and nationalistic tendencies 
Canadians trite but pointed. 


This novel offers the warmth and rustic artistry for which 
Mazo Roche noted. vividly portrays happy 
harmony Victorianism and new worldliness. 
pleasure recommend the the Jalna books. For 
amusing relaxation one can worse these days than 
follow the Whiteoak saga. Even you aren’t interested 
the family history for itself, the story sufficiently 
integral capture the imagination the reader because 
its favorable characteristics novel, but should 
confined adults. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Ontario 


God’s Underground. Father George told Gretta 
Palmer. Appleton-Century-Crofts. Jan. 14, 1949. 
296p. $3.00. 

Fulton Sheen remarks quite aptly the Foreword 
“Tt interesting that one ever speaks Russia 
having Iron Door; always merely Iron Curtain.” 
door admits easy guarding but curtain easily 
pierced and have from time time the hands 
involuntary emigrants fragmentary pictures the real- 
ity which obscured the Iron Curtain. The present 
picture not fragmentary; rather complete, omitting 
and substituting names and possibly places must 
the interests prudence, and heartening. For the 
integrity the anonymous author and his story Monsignor 
Sheen vouches citing his own private knowledge and the 
information has received from proper sources. 


Father George Croat priest, student and teacher 
the social and political sciences, nay more, researcher 
and practicioner the application their knowledge 
human problems. leader Jocism and Euro- 
pean youth and worker movements intimately ac- 
quainted with trends and currents and struggles which 
may well remake our world socially and economically 
religion properly interwoven into the problems every- 
day life. known and trusted diplomats many 
nations; even received feeler from Moscow for 
rapprochement with the Vatican, instance cites 
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bolster his contention that Communism will even use 
religion attain its ends. was then marked man 
when the Nazis occupied his native Yugoslavia. Although 
succeeded eluding them for time while founded 
several underground and educational youth movements, 
yet German efficiency finally succeeded penetrating his 
guise physician, profession which had had 
previous training, and was forced flee the Par- 
tisans. them fought physician, known 
priest but few, and with them was joined Rus- 
sian forces penetrating from the east and the southeast. 
Then came his great opportunity—a sympathetic Russian 
general arranged passes that could travel through 
the heart Russia. For six months roamed the heart- 
land Communism and there found, elsewhere 
behind the Red Curtain, forces stirring whose phenomena 
form the substance this book. 


First Nazi-occupied lands, then Communist-domi- 
nated Europe and finally Russia itself found the 
terror and brutality the police state, persecuting and 
doing its best snuff out all forces opposed it. 
those forces religion was the chief and the only one 
attaining any degree success. all these places 
found “Christians who could not driven from their 
faith any force” and these brought the comforts 
religion his priestly role. Peasant, worker, profes- 
sional man, soldier, official and even party member formed 
this underground resistance movement, not movement 
force but resurgence religion, whose lack they 
perceived missing keystone the arches their lives. 
Sacramentals mail, wandering minstrel catechists, 
travelling priests, hidden seminaries, oldsters retaining 
best they could the practices their religion, youngsters 
revolting against atheistic Communism and seeking reli- 
gion necessity—these are the things found. There 
was faith the Soviet-revived and State-controlled 
Orthodox Church with Sergei and Alexius puppets. 
They know, Father George emphatically indicates, that 
there compromise between Communism and 
gion—they may use attain retain power but eventu- 
ally they aim its destruction. Finally, Father George 
indicates that the mass Russians are good but that they 
can nothing police-controlled state dominated 
the Communist few. 


After his sojourn Russia Father George went liber- 
ated Czecho-Slovakia and resumed his original identity 
only fall foul Czech officials they veered into the 
Communist orbit. Luckily received, after sundry tor- 
tures, public trial and since the Communists were still 
not sure their ground won acquittal. Escape 
from the country followed and present acting 
advisor diplomats several nations. 


Here book read—not quite all since Father 
George does not hesitate describe the scenes terror 
through which moved but all mature enough 
understand what Communism means and what 
doing the world today. tells hope and promise 
even there were hope and promise during the days 
the early persecutions. But the promise will not flower 
into actuality for many years come and only after tor- 
ment and struggle and sacrifice. But our Lady Fatima 
has told pray for the conversion Russia and 
may rest assured that continued prayer alone will bring 
the flower conversion from the roots now spreading 
the underground. 
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Costain, Thomas High Towers. 
Jan. 1949. 403p. $3.00. 


High indeed were the towers which the famous 
erected either pole the North American 
World and high indeed was the sacrifice demanded 
their erection. ten brothers but four remained 
the family project well established; six died; the 
sacrificed health, peace, security, ease, and family 
tune, sacrified family, friends and loved ones 
achievement one all-embracing goal. And that 
was indeed stupendous one—no less than the 
lishment empire for France the Western World 
Montreal their fur-trading and commerce they 
the English off from the North and the 
seizing the mouth the Mississippi, through the 
lishment New Orleans, they locked the door 
English penetration into the rich fur country the 
Successful their two projects, despite the 
venality and corruption the French Court, near the 
turn the 17th Century they gained glory 
for themselves and rich new land for France. 


struggle and success the LeMoynes the background 
High Towers. 


usual, however, Mr. Costain more fluent with the 
incident and the personal story which, this case, 
built around the romance Felicite Halay, ward 
Charles LeMoyne, and Phillippe Girard, ward 
LeMoyne tenant and carpenter. Most the story 
laid Montreal where Felicite and Phillippe, orphaned 
both all intents, come under the LeMoyne wing 
Felicite directly, Phillippe more roundabout fashion. 
There they become imbued with the LeMoyne spirit and 
become loyal adherents the family and its cause. There 
they learn the ramifications the LeMoyne plans and 
interests and Selicite especially becomes active and 
useful assistant Charles the management 
cated affairs. Phillippe develops into competent builder 
but remains only weak sub-hero throughout the story. 
the pair into their teens they witness the outpouring 
LeMoyne resources into the new Louisiana adventure 
which and Bienville, both LeMoyne 
brothers, had initiated vears before. Both are anxious 
assist the work colonizing but the brothers find them 
more useful the Montreal base. Then, their teens, 
they realize their love, only have Charles LeMoyne 
counsel against marriage with Felicite yielding him 
because her devotion the LeMoyne duty. 
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Felicite finally plays her role the LeMoyne drama 
when, ensure continued LeMoyne control Louisiana, 
she made the vehicle, via the marriage dot, trans 


ferring bribe corrupt French official. She goes 
Louisiana meet her spouse, August Mariat, corrupt 
son the corrupt French minister; Phillippe goes aid 
building New Orleans. There Mariat weds 
beats her plots wreck the colony. When 
killed Indian raid his own devising Felicite 
freed for Phillippe and they forward together with the 
new colony into the rosy dawn. 

embar 
are romance and adventure and history. But altogether 
they not succeed adding the same exciting mind 
readings was found the two predecessors even though the 
this seems much better and more thoroughly the 
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worked out book. The picture French Canadian life 
all its wholesomeness there and the detail 
such Longoeuil well presented but the 
side the story seems fall flat and Phillippe 
far too weak central character for story this 
High Towers characterized reverent 
French Canadian Catholicism and the reli- 
gous nature the people, not exhaustive treatment 
sure but nevertheless adequate. There are really 
features the book, save for few allu- 
marriage naturalistic vein, but much the 
matter is, nature, more suitable for adults and 
maturer students. 


Bates, The Jacaranda Tree. Atlantic-Little, 
Brown. Jan. 1949. 299p. $2.75. 


many variations have been played upon the theme 
fight before the encroaching terrors war, that the sub- 
ect has become somewhat stylized. The victimized usually 
amalgam individuals carefully chosen from 
walks life. the time catastrophe, 
have generally managed live comfortable com- 
with themselves and the other personalities within 
their orbit. When the shock mortal danger cracks 
pattern their lives, they atavistic, revert the 
Then “real” character stands naked the 
hidden jealousies, cowardices and lusts emerge 
savagery. 


Quite commonly, the hero—if there one—emerges more 
determined save his patently unheroic associates 
proportion the stubborn selfishness with which they 
bent destroying the group. Everyone has secret 
which conflict and disaster helps resolve. 
Sometimes they win through. Sometimes they down 
winging last ineffective fist fate. 


The Jacaranda Tree, little bit both happens. Pater- 
on, British manager rice mill the Burmese hinter- 
tries lead the European whites from the village 
threatened the advancing Japanese armies. 
They are small group: Two couples, the Portmans and 
Battesons; the McNairns, mother and daughter, Connie; 
Major Brain, orderly the village hospital; Miss Allison, 
nurse from the same hospital, together with 
Nadia and the Boy, Burmese brother and sister who 
Paterson. After quarrel about the placement 
the half-caste and the natives, they start the rugged drive 
through the jungle two cars. 


route, Mrs. Portman tries seduce Paterson. Accen- 
her failure and adding her humiliated fury 
which Hell hath greater), the fact that Pater- 
prefers the native girl, Nadia. her instigation, the 
and join with her husband and her- 
elf, break away from the group Paterson’s car awaiting 
comes the dénouement, the resolution 
the conflicts raging every breast. 


Portman, driving with the same impatience that murder- 
runs down native refugee, runs the car over 
embankment. Instant death writes period his problems 
and Mr. Batteson’s. Mrs. Batteson, the nit-wit the 
despised and barely tolerated, shows presence 
mind kicking Connie out the car teeters over 
the roadside. She herself goes down but shaken free 
the wreck, remains uninjured. Showing far more good 
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sense and kindness than those who scorned her, Mrs. 
Batteson tenderly nurses the dying Portman woman 
through her last hours. 


Meanwhile, Major Brain has decided “go back.” 
prefers down with life has always known 
rather than unfamiliar and uncertain 
future. When the Paterson group catches Connie, 
Miss Allison nurses her through severe case shock. 
Mrs. Batteson from the ravine into which the car had 
fallen and Mrs. Batteson, turn, takes assisting Miss 
Allison. Connie disguises incipient fever that catches 
Paterson later. Miss Allison and Mrs. Batteson 
decide stay help the natives, Connie dies. Nadia 
and the Boy push with the sickening Paterson, pre- 
sumably deliverance, the book closes. 


Admirers Mr. Bates’ Fair Stood the Wind for France 
will regret see the introduction such types the 
native mistress, the attempted seduction, the Major who 
” 
goes back,” troubled because 
neither fish nor flesh, the half-wit who has really more 
heart than all the rest. Such concessions tend dim 
somewhat the promise the previous work. 


Adults may bother with this book, they wish. 


West Baden College, 
West Baden, Indiana 


White, Land Milk and Honey. 
Brace. Jan. 1949. 312p. $3.00. 


“Understanding Russia” topic about which much 
prattle heard among the part-liners. Understanding 
Russia through Russian the theme Mr. White’s latest 
reportorial work, but there’s difference. Land Milk 
and Honey, mentioned all the Daily Worker, 
will decried the orthodox Stalinists foul and 
slanderous fascistic propaganda concocted degenerate 
deviationist and admitted traitor. Obviously, the 
order the stories Barmine and Kravchenko, but the 
reader not, this case, admitted the activities 
the policymakers even the major executors. 


Harcourt, 


The young Russian this book called the protective 
alias Vasily Kotov. true child the revolu- 
tion. Born 1914, his earliest memories are the Soviet 
regime. His education was such that his devotion the 
regime was assured. was subjected, from the begin- 
ning, with adverse influences permitted, all the 
devices which the system had devised form true 
Soviet man. all youthful sincerity accepted the 
gospel Lenin and privation, looking the day when 
the revolution should complete and all men made 
happy. 

The gradual undermining that faith makes interest- 
ing narrative. The arrest and disappearance close 
friends college, Vasily takes with personal regret but 
rational condonement. The perpetual fear NKVD 
tolerates necessary condition the defense the 
Soviet. Through this, his career successful. aircraft 
factory engineer, never truly questions the rightness 
the national policy until the dread days when the German 
invader stood the gates Moscow. crumbling 
city, abandoned anarchy, has the first experience 
which penetrates the veil meets his child- 
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hood sweetheart, once “unspoiled” Soviet girl. Because 
her father’s suspected deviation from policy, she has 
been forced into secret police work protect herself and 
her mother. NKVD work, for beautiful woman, had 
only one meaning. the realization the infamy 
this compulsory prostitution that marks the first step 
Vasily’s new life. 


was only one step. the Red Force, decor- 
ated for heroism. Pursuing victory westward comes 
into contact with different civilization, albeit Romanian, 
and the doubt increases. Further observation, Hungary, 
Austria and France, gives him awareness kind 
liberty had never imagined. His dissatisfaction with 
the motherland grew larger with each new assignment, 
and brief visit Moscow consolidated it. 


The crisis comes when transport plane which and 
his navigator are passengers crashes France. The two 
escape death; all the rest perish. Vasily and his friend 
can concealed officially dead. The navigator, who 
has relatives Belgium, has hesitancy seeking 
flight. Vasily spends the night alone and weighs his 
entire life, his tradition, his future, his idealism, the 
balance. now America. 


Land Milk and Honey genre that Mr. White has, 
over the last ten years, made almost completely his own. 
documented history, nor weaker because that. 
Sufficient documentation exists support anti-communist 
argument. appeal what once had the name “sen- 
sibilities,” order, and this book provides it. The 
individual human picture one average person slowly 
awakening the horror pervasively evil system life 
dramatic and disturbing, and polemical tract can 
bring about the ultimate ringing burst joy the para- 
chute leap into human life 


Clinton Maguire, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Goertz, Arthemise. The Moon Mine. 
sey House. Oct. 14, 1948. 304p. $3.00. 


funny little book, inexpertly written. The author, 
whom should judge full good intentions, has 
produced curious cross between Cinderella and Betty 


Smith. 


“Meet Miss Subway,” the I.R.T. placards used say, 
the person Pat Eagan, travelling daily back and forth 
between her office World Flights and her family’s 
little house Astoria, which could only distinguished 
from all the other houses Twenty-first Street its 
orange shutters. Young would-be novelists, panting 
depict typical suburban family, would doubt dream 
creating just such one the Eagan family: Mom, 
hard-working, dear, sweet-tempered, though “difficult” 
times, whose whole soul set upon being able buy 
washing machine though the family can never quite 
save enough money for it; Pop, equally dear, always 
gay, always boasting, never sticking anything, but 
choosing his varied assortment elevator and doormen 
jobs the glamor the uniform that went with it, 
always bringing home far-too-extravagant presents; Bea, 
the repulsively selfish eldest girl, the only married one, 
living with her husband, Dave, the Eagan’s house, 
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critical and bitter everyone; Eddie, the brother, 
and uncouth, whose dream compose popular song 
Berry, the little high-school sister; and Pat herself, 
young bread-winner, who worries about them all, 
protect Eddie, adores Pop, and would like save 
lunch-money buy Mom’s washing 
anything more 


Pat has boy friend, Tom, who love with her 
she does not realize till page 294 how much love 
him she is. She does not want get caught the king 
life her mother leading, eternally working and 
save. She meets the exceedingly wealthy and charming 
Ford Harrison who falls love with her and Propose 
marriage. Imagining she loves him, and loving very much 
the way life that stands for, Pat accepts; but 
all arrangements are made and Ford waiting, she sud 
denly realizes she not such golddigger she 
she was, tells Ford she has changed her mind, and 
into Tom’s arms. Could anything more romantic? 


simple story the Course True Love and Riche 
are not All, nothing could more admirable than this 
book. Unfortunately, there good deal more the 
book than that. Arthemise Goertz has seen fit make 
her Eagan family Catholic. But you can read many many 
pages before you even suspect it. The Catholicity pro 
vided several allusions getting time for the 

noon Mass Sunday, the picture the Sacred Heart, 
the fact that the priest comes give Pop the Last 
Sacraments when dying. the meantime, Bea and 
Dave practice birth control; Bea roundly rebuked 
Mom for her “stupidity” when she going have baby, 
and Bea bitterly laments her hard luck; Berry, the high- 
school girl, passionately love with Dave; and runs 
away from home, trying make Dave take her for his 
mistress during Bea’s pregnancy; Pat has one her 
closest friends immoral woman, and has absolutely 
scruples about any amount 
There not one indication from first last that their 
religion means anything all these people beyond 
Mass Sunday and picture the Sacred Heart. 
tainly there are many such families. But Arthemise 
Goertz photographer, not artist. She never 
prets this phenomenon, never shows cause 
spiritual degeneracy, never shows how naturalistic all 
the courage and affection which found plenty 
her book. “Do not even the heathen this?” She 
has thrown away her opportunities, for she has talent. 
But her writing will improve when she learns not 
vulgar the crude physical detail which this book 
abounds. And though she has somewhat contemptuous 
allusion Radio Drama, this book 
example radio serial. 

Angela Cave, 

Manhattanville College the 

Sacred Heart, 
New York, 


Gay, Laverne. Wine Satan. 
1949. 308p. $3.00. 


Laverne Gay will remembered for her first novel, 
The Unspeakables, tale the Lombards Northern 
Italy during the 6th Century. For her second she has 
moved the South and taken her characters the 
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Normans, that brawling band warriors who moved 
fom the North into Italy and then the East during 
the and 12th Centuries. principal character 
Tarentum, Prince Antioch, son Robert 
Guiscard, one the Norman Counts who subdued South- 
Italy and Sicily. The time near the end the 11th 
Century. 


Born Marc Hauteville Robert’s first wife who was 
later discarded via annulment favor Lombard 
Bohemond received his new name shortly after 
joined his father who was about embark the 
Sicily. Trained his uncle Count Roger 
was thrown into intimate contact with Zoé and Mihera, 
daughter and son respectively his father’s two closest 
Having attained his knighthood engaged 
various adventures until the death his father when 
seized Tarentum, the only part the inheritance 
make good against Sigelgaita, the second wife. 
Through the years had slighted Zoé who loved him 
finally she married Mihera. 


Came then the Crusade and Bohemond, fortified with 
gained Eastern campaigns, went leader. 
Mihera and Zoé accompanied him. After Antioch, which 
Bohemond seized his own, Zoé, who had hitherto been 
falsely accused, became his mistress. Mihera returned 
When her child died Zoé left Bohemond and did 
sort. Then Bohemond was captured the 
Turks, finally liberated through Zoé’s aid and returned 
Europe for reinforcements. Zoé was captured the 
Greeks and blinded. Bohemond died 
hands and the blinded Zoé remained his grave 
testify her love. 


laverne Gay writes the era turbulent, lusty, brawl- 
time and the nobility crafty, scheming, power- 
chieftains, little better than brigands. Bohemond 
the sketches leader, man with vision Eastern 
man warped his father’s neglect, hungry 
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for power, land and position, self-centered, wily crafty, 
man power and one who made his mark the history 
the Crusades. She writes exciting adventure story 
though she leaves too many loose ends and chooses 
paint her canvas much too broad sweeps. Historically 
the book fairly accurate though the author chooses 
scoff somewhat Hildebrand, the famous Gregory, and 
seems have failed capture the true spirit the times 
and the Crusades. The nature the story such 
limit adult readers and should not taken 
authoritative tale the Crusades. 
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